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Ninety years ago, 52-year-old Denna Strickland and her daughter, 25-year-old
Estella Strickland, were killed in their home by a law enforcement officer. Denna
and her husband, Ector Strickland, a successful farmer, had raised nine children
together, including Estella, in the family home in Coweta County. 

Bailiff Sam Thompson arrived at the Strickland home on October 17, 1932,
accompanied by civilians Cecil Hunter and Theo McDonald, in search of M.C.
Strickland, son of Denna and Ector. Two days prior, Thompson had threatened to
arrest M.C. and Ector if they did not pay $3 for damages allegedly caused in an
automobile accident. The Stricklands had repaired the damage, but Thompson
still searched the house and threatened to make arrests. When Denna and Estella
protested, Thompson started shooting, killing Denna and Estella in the hallway of
their home. Fourteen-year-old Onelious Strickland was shot in the chest and
survived. 
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The deaths of Denna and Estella Strickland
sparked widely attended protests and
extensive coverage by the Atlanta Daily
World and, for a time, they captured the
attention of the NAACP. Yet no one was ever
held accountable for the killings. Thompson
and the two white civilians who
accompanied him later claimed they acted in
self-defense after the women attacked them
with an axe and a gun, which witnesses
Onelious and Bufford Strickland both
denied.

T H E  S T R I C K L A N D  F A M I L Y
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It was reported that Thompson went before a judge on unspecified charges in
November 1932 and was released. Ninety years later, we come together to honor
and remember Denna and Estella Strickland and to continue the pursuit of truth
and justice.



Processional/Musical Selection
 

Welcome
Joe Pope

 
 Opening Prayer

Semone Brooks
 

Musical Selection
Jackie Foster

 
Remarks by CRRJ

Katie Sandson, Civil Rights and Restorative Justice Project
 

The Denna & Estella Strickland Investigation
 Dakotah Kennedy, Civil Rights and Restorative Justice Project

 
Remarks by the Strickland Family

Tammy Saunders
William Hill

Josie S. Bailey
 

Poem of Dedication
Andy Foster 

 
Benediction

Semone Brooks
 

At the conclusion of the program, please join the family for a viewing of the
Strickland Family gravesites at Mount Calvary Cemetery on Bear Creek Road

in Moreland, GA.
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Left to Right: Joseph L. Williams, Roland E. Williams, Lillian A. Williams, James R. Williams and Edwin C. Williams, Jr. 

D E N N A  S T R I C K L A N D
E C T O R  S T R I C K L A N D

E S T E L L A  S T R I C K L A N D
J U L I U S  S T R I C K L A N D

J O H N  S T R I C K L A N D
M C  S T R I C K L A N D

O P H E L I A  S T R I C K L A N D
O N E L I O U S  S T R I C K L A N D

B U F O R D  S T R I C K L A N D
W I L L I E  S T R I C K L A N D
J O S E P H  S T R I C K L A N D

WE REMEMBER


